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This 68-year-old Caucasian lady with a history of type II
diabetes mellitus and chronic kidney disease stage 4 was
found to have iron deficiency anemia. She was treated with
intravenous iron sucrose. Following extensive extravasation
of intravenous iron, she developed a permanent ‘suntan’
discoloration of her right arm, which persisted for 6 months
(Figure 1). Despite the pigmentation, the patient was
completely asymptomatic. Iron deposition is known to cause
hyperpigmentation in hemochromatosis patients (‘bronze
diabetes’). To our knowledge, this is the first report of skin
pigmentation developing from extravasation of intravenous
iron sucrose.
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Figure 1 | Permanent ‘suntan’ discoloration of right
arm arising from extravasation of intravenous iron.
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